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Country group Lady Antebellum changes
band name to Lady A because of slavery
connotations

'We are regretful and embarrassed to say that we did not take into
account the associations that weigh down this word’

by Sara Feigin *+ New York <« T11Jdune 2020
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ountry-pop band Lady Antebellum released a statement that
they will be changing their name to Lady A, a fan-made
moniker for the trio, as the word Antebellum has slavery

connotations.

The Grammy-winning country act is based in Nashville and they're known
for hits including 'Need You Now' and "'What If I Never Get Over You.
They have seven albums to their name, three of which were number one

Country albums in America.

The group released the statement on all of their social media platforms
announcing the change, made after fourteen years together, and after
“personal reflection, band discussion, prayer and many honest

conversations with some of our closest black friends and colleagues.”

- Lady A @ . 4
@ladya

Dear fans...

DEAR FANS,

AS A BAND, WE HAVE STRIVED FOR OUR MUSIC TO

BE A REFUGE...INCLUSIVE OF ALL. WE'VE

WATCHED AND LISTENED MORE THAN EVER THESE
LAST FEW WEEKS, AND OUR HEARTS HAVE BEEN
STIRRED WITH CONVICTION, OUR EYES OPENED

WIDE TO THE INJUSTICES, INEQUALITY AND

BIASES BLACK WOMEN AND MEN HAVE ALWAYS
FACED AND CONTINUE TO FACE EVERYDAY. NOW,
BLINDSPOTS WE DIDN'T EVEN KNOW EXISTED

HAVE BEEN REVEALED.

WE UNDERSTAND THAT MANY OF YOU MAY ASK
THE QUESTION “WHY HAVE YOU NOT MADE THIS
CHANGE UNTIL NOW?” THE ANSWER IS THAT WE

CAN MAKE NO EXCUSE FOR OUR LATENESS TO THIS

REALIZATION. WHAT WE CAN DO IS
ACKNOWLEDGE IT, TURN FROM IT AND TAKE

WHEN WE SET OUT TOGETHER ALMOST 14 YEARS
AGO, WE NAMED OUR BAND AFTER THE SOUTHERN
“ANTEBELLUM” STYLE HOME WHERE WE TOOK
OUR FIRST PHOTOS. AS MUSICIANS, IT REMINDED
US OF ALL THE MUSIC BORN IN THE SOUTH THAT
INFLUENCED US..SOUTHERN ROCK, BLUES, R&B,

GOSPEL AND OF COURSE COUNTRY. BUT WE ARE
REGRETFUL AND EMBARRASSED TO SAY THAT WE
DID NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE ASSOCIATIONS

THAT WEIGH DOWN THIS WORD REFERRING TO
THE PERIOD OF HISTORY BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR,

WHICH INCLUDES SLAVERY. WE ARE DEEPLY

m

WE FEEL LIKE WE HAVE BEEN AWAKENED, BUT
THIS IS JUST ONE STEP. THERE ARE COUNTLESS
MORE THAT NEED TO BE TAKEN. WE WANT TO DO

BETTER. WE ARE COMMITTED TO EXAMINING OUR
INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE IMPACT AND
MAKING THE NECESSARY CHANGES TO PRACTICE

ACTION. ANTIRACISM. WE WILL CONTINUE TO EDUCATE
OURSELVES, HAVE HARD CONVERSATIONS AND
SEARCH THE PARTS OF OUR HEARTS THAT NEED
PRUNING—TO GROW INTO BETTER HUMANS,
BETTER NEIGHBORS. OUR NEXT OUTWARD STEP
WILL BE A DONATION TO THE EQUAL JUSTICE
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The name change coincides with the Black Lives Matter protests that have

taken place in the wake of the death of George Floyd on May 25th.

Antebellum was originally chosen to be part of their band name because
their first ever band photos were taken in front of an antebellum-style
home, which reminded them of all the music born in the South that

inspired them.

At the time, the group didn't realize the negative connotations of the word.
They wrote, "We are regretful and embarrassed to say that we did not take
into account the associations that weigh down this word referring to the

period of history before the Civil War, which includes slavery.”

(Getty Images)

The group went on to write, "We are deeply sorry for the hurt this has
caused and for anyone who has felt unsafe, unseen or unvalued. Causing
pain was never our hearts' intention, but it doesn't change the fact that

indeed, it did just that."

They also acknowledged that they were aware it had taken them quite
some time and multiple Black Lives Matter protest to make this decision,
sharing that “We can make no excuse for our lateness to this realization.

What we can do is acknowledge it, turn from it and take action.”
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